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                                                                                                                        NAAMREI CORE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

           

 Visit our website: http://www.naamrei.org             

 

                                                                                                                                 
 
 

NAME TITLE PHONE NO.            EMAIL ADDRESS ALLIANCE REPRESENTING  

Dr. Nelsen  President University of Texas Pan American (UTPA) 956.6652127 dtamez@utpa.edu 
nelsen@utpa.edu 

CHAIR 

Keith Patridge 
 

President, CEO                                                                                  
McAllen Economic Development Corp. 

956.682.2875 keith@medc.org RSTUIA 

Bonnie Gonzalez 
 

CEO WorkFORCE Solutions 

Hidalgo, Starr, Willacy 

956.928.5000 bonnie@wfsolutions.org RSTCA/TSTEM 

Pat Townsend 
 

President 
Greater McAllen Alliance 

956.585.0040 ptownsend@missioneda.org RSTUIA 

Carlos L. Margo Regional Training Manager  South Texas College 956.872.6109 clmargo@southtexascollege.edu RSTCA 

Wanda F. Garza 
 

Executive Officer for NAAMREI, South Texas College 956.872.2770 wandag@southtexascollege.edu NAAMREI Corporate Office 

Dr. Miguel A. 
Gonzalez 

Ass. Dean for College of Science and Engineering 
University of Texas Pan American (UTPA) 

956.665.2673 gonzalezma@utpa.edu RSTUIA 

Pat Hobbs Executive Director 
WorkFORCE Solutions for Cameron County 

956.548.6700 X 
4505 

Pat.hobbs@camwksinc.org RSTCA 

Jack Damron Executive Director Region One ESC 
 

956.984.6001 jdamron@esc1.net TSTEM 

Dr. Eduardo 
Cancino 

Deputy Director Region One ESC 956.984.6001 ecancino@esc1.net TSTEM 

Blas Castaneda Chief External Affairs/Economic Dev Off 
Laredo Community College 

956.286.1920 bcastaneda@laredo.edu RSTCA 

Mike Willis  Executive Director 
South Texas Manufacturers Association 

956-499-7564  
 
  
 

mike@stma-tx.org 
mikeW@wfsolutions.org 

RSTCA 

Leticia Flores Valley Regional Representative 
Office of the Governor 
Economic Development & Tourism 

956.244.1143 leticia.flores@governor.state.tx.us Office of the Governor 
Economic Development & 
Tourism 
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VISION: 
 Positioning North America as the World Leader in Rapid Response Manufacturing. 

 Establish The Rio South Texas Region as a major North American logistics and distribution hub (3
rd

 Coast) with global access through Mexico ports. 
 

ULTIMATE GOALS: 
 Raise the standard of living by increasing and sustaining the total number of high skills, high wage manufacturing jobs from 17,428 to at least 25,000 positions by 2017. 

 Create a world-class manufacturing workforce with skills to meet the demands of a complex manufacturing workplace. 
      

The NAAMREI network consists of three major alliances.   
 
Goal 1) Rio South Texas University & Innovation Alliance (RSSTUIA) 
Goal 2) Rio South Texas College Alliance (RSTCA) 
Goal 3) Texas Science, Technology, Engineering, Math Alliance (T-STEM)        

NAME TITLE PHONE NO. EMAIL ADDRESS ALLIANCE 

REPRESENTING 

Rogelio G. 
Trevino 
 

Executive Director 
Workforce Solutions for South Texas 

956.722.3973 Rogelio.trevino@twc.state.tx.us RSTCA 

Irv Downing Vice President for Economic Development and Community Services:  
University of Texas-Brownsville 

956.882.4235 Irv.downing@utb.edu RSTUIA 

Jim Holt Dean of WF Training & Continuing Education 
University of Texas-Brownsville 
Texas Southmost College 

956.882.4153 Jim.holt@utb.edu RSTUIA 

Bill Martin CEO 
Harlingen Economic Development Corporation 

956.216.5085 bmartin@harlingenedc.com RSTUIA 

Roger Creery Executive Director 
Laredo Development Foundation 

956.722.0563 rcreery@ldfonline.org RSTUIA 

Cynthia Aguilar T-STEM Center Coordinator 
Region One Education Service Center 

956.984.6222 caguilar@esc1.net TSTEM 

Stella Garcia Associate Vice President of Corporate & Community Education 
TSTC Harlingen 

956.364.4530 Stella.garcia@harlingen.tstc.edu RSTCA 

Dr. David Allen 
Ex-Offcio 

Dean for College of Science and Engineering 
University of Texas Pan American (UTPA) 

956.665.3510 allendh@utpa.edu RSTUIA 

Raudel Garza 
Ex Officio 

Executive Director for RSTEC 956.533.7700 rgarza@riosouthtexas.com  

Mario Reyna 
Ex-Officio 

Dean of Technology, South Texas College 956.872.6116 Reyna@southtexascollege.edu  
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